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UNA Calendar 

April 13, May 11, June 8, all at 2:00 p.m.—UNAFF films at 

Avenidas Senior Center in Palo Alto. See page 2. 

April 22 and May 13, 7:30 p.m.—World Affairs Council pro-

grams at Los Altos Youth Center. On April 22 four Knight 

Fellow panelists: “Prospectives and Innovations in Interna-

tional Journalism.” On May 13, West Point professor of 

international studies Kori Schake: “Strategic Objectives 

and Strategy for the U.S. in and around Afghanistan.” For 

information on both programs, call (415)293-4600. 

April 28, May 26, June 30, all at 7:30 p.m.—Chapter Board 

Meetings. 

May 9, 6:30 p.m.—Night of 1000 Dinners, for UNA’s Adopt-A-

Minefield. At Joy Scott’s home. For information call (650) 

857-1834 

May 19, June 16, July 21, all at 7:30 p.m.—Book Club meet-

ings in Mountain View. See page 2. 
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April-May-June 2009 

W 
e got together on 

Saturday March 28, 

Mary Granholm 

starting us off with a review of 

the yearôs highlights and the 

chapterôs special programs. Then 

Karen Beswick engagingly intro-

duced the winners in our essay 

contest, first runner-up Vijay 

Menon and later Brandon Araki, 

whose entry had gone on to win 

the national award, an exciting 

first for our chapter. (For more 

about Brandon, see page 2.) 

Karen presented books (concise 

U.N. histories) and prizes of 

$100 and $200 to the two win-

ners, amid enthusiastic applause. 

Derek Zhou and Alex Pom-

mier, co-chairs of the U.N.A. 

Student Alliance at Cupertino 

High School, took turns in a 

power-point  presentat ion, 

showing and telling us more 

about the groupôs remarkable 

project to help create a commu-

nity development center in a 

A 
s our principal focus 

shifts from Iraq to Af-

ghanistan and Pakistan, 

it is easy to forget the many 

other conflicts and killings going 

on around the world, and to for-

get that the United Nations was 

created to bring about a better 

world than this. 

In truth, the major long-term 

initiatives of the U.N.ôs many 

programs have done much to 

reduce the deprivations that are 

fundamental in many conflicts, 

but its more direct (and more 

visible) peacekeeping missions 

are in serious trouble.  

Contributing to this crisis are 

the rising number of peacekeeping 

demands, the ñmission creepò of 

increasing nation-building duties, 

and the reluctance of the more 

advanced U.N. member states to 

commit their needed forces, ex-

pertise, and equipment. Failures 

of missions have shown the need 

of establishing economic stability 

to ensure really durable peace. 

Three different U.N. initiatives, 

one by the Security Council, are 

looking at the peacekeeping prob-

lem. There is general agreement 

on the need for greater and more 

specialized training to address 

complex situations; but, even 

more importantly, on the need to 

avoid ones that have little chance 

of success. An example is Darfur, 

where the U.N. lacks the military 

forces to confront a government 

uninterested in peace. If there is a 

solution to the Darfur tragedy, or 

to other major ones like Congo, 

Somalia, and Zimbabwe, it should 

be found in the Security Council, 

where a consensus will only come 

through an enlightened leadership 

of the United States. While we can 

hardly think about that during an 

economic crisis and two wars of our 

own, is there a chance in the mean-

time that the Security Council could 

help us find a way out of Afghani-

stan and Pakistan?  

The Uncertainties of Peacekeeping 

desperately poor village in Ethio-

pia. Partnering with San Fran-

cisco-based World-Family, the 

venture aims to bring Gara Dima 

health, nutrition and basic educa-

tion, focusing on vocational 

skills. As we related in our last 

newsletter, the students raised 

$6,500 in a December auction-

raffle, and are assembling school 

and other supplies for the Ethio-

pian project. Several of them 

plan to spend a week there in 

December. 

These spirited and visionary 

students, all devoted to the U.N. 

and its Millennium Campaign, 

and to Cupertino High Schoolôs 

United Nations Club, are a lasting 

inspiration to all of us.  

Annual Meeting 2009 

Center and second from left: Derek Zhou and Alex Pommier; far left: 

Joseph Zeleke and Emebet Bellingham of WORLD FAMILY; on right: 

Mary Granholm 
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Visit your UNA 

Information Center! 

Get a friend to join the 

UNA! 

President’s Message 

C 
hanges and challenges are all around us and the UNA is not 

an exception.  From changes in staffing and operational 

procedures at the national level to the significant appoint-

ment of Susan Rice as Ambassador to the UN with Cabinet status, 

and the restoration of funding to the Population Fund, 2009 promises 

to be a year of change and hope. 

The Advocacy Agenda for this year is as follows:  

¶ Strengthening of US-UN relationship 

¶ Advancing human rights and international jus-

tice  

¶ Renewing the UN 

¶ Building international consensus on climate 

change 

¶ Achieving the Millennium Development Goals 

¶ Promoting arms control and disarmament. 

I encourage you to take advantage of the opportu-

nity to view some of the films from the annual United Nations Asso-

ciation Film Festival (UNAFF) on the second Monday of each 

month at 2 p.m. at the Avenidas Senior Center in Palo Alto.  I also 

urge you to read our Book Club selections each month, even though 

your schedule may not permit you to join in the discussions.  The 

March selection The Post-American World by Fareed Zakaria is an 

especially thoughtful and perceptive look at where we have been, 

where we are at present, and our options for the future.  It is, in my 

opinion, an outstanding work, well worth reading. 

In closing, I would like to express my sincere congratulations to 

Brandon Araki of Saratoga who won first place in the 2009 UNA 

High School Essay Contest, not only in our local judging but nation-

ally.  We look forward to hearing about his experience in New York 

when he is honored at the National Convention in June. 

ðMary Granholm 

You’ll get great gift 

ideas from the 

international treasures 

at our Center! 

Info on UN Issues 

www.un.org 

www.unausa.org 

www.un.org/works 

www.unfoundation.org 

www.landmines.org 

Film Series and 

Book Club 

 

A 
gain showing Mondays at 

2:00 p.m. at the Avenidas 

Senior Center (450 Bryant 

Street in Palo Alto), the UNAFF films 

are (April 13, 60 minutes, director/

producer Melissa Peabody) San Fran-

cisco: Still Wild at Heart, about coyo-

tes and other wild survivors in urban 

America; (May 11, 71 minutes, direc-

tors/producers Alice and Lincoln 

Day); Scarred Lands and Wounded 

Lives, about warôs underestimated and 

under-reported environmental destruc-

tion; and (June 8, 72 minutes, directors 

Melissa Young and Mark Dworkin), 

Good Food, about the comeback of 

family farmers and the rise of organic 

food production in the Pacific North-

west. 

Book Club meetings are all Tues-

days at 7:30 p.m. at Mary Granholmôs 

residence in Mountain View (1945 

Mount Vernon Court, Apt.15; for 

directions call (650) 968-1174). The 

books are Palestinian Walks: Forays 

into a Vanishing Landscape, by Raja 

Shehadeh (May 19); this passionate 

walker shows, in six forays between 

1978 and 2006, the heartbreaking 

changes in his countryside; Hot, Flat 

and Crowded, by Thomas Friedman, 

(June 16), shows why we need a 

ñgreen revolutionò and why we must 

lead it; Not a Genuine Black Man by 

Brian Copeland (July 21), is a moving 

and often hilarious story of growing up 

black in an all-white suburb (San 

Leandro), by a popular comedian and 

radio talk-show host.  

Our Own Champion 

New Members 

We welcome 

 

Malika Larabi 

The United 

Methodist Church 

Lila Youn 

W 
e were thrilled late 

last month to hear 

that Brandon Araki, 

the winner in our local competi-

tion, had won the U.N.A.ôs 2009 

award for the best essay in its 

annual nationwide contest. The 

challenge this year was to write a 

letter to the President on what the 

United States can do to help en-

sure environmental sustainability. 

Brandon, a junior at the Harker 

School in San Jose, came through 

with a comprehensive and com-

pelling account of the environ-

mental crisis and what we must 

do to address it, both for our 

country and for the entire world. 

Brandon had been drawn in-

evitably to both the U.N. and the 

environment through a long-time 

interest in geography, interna-

tional affairs, and biology; and 

he is active in the group Global 

Empowerment and Outreach 

(GEO). An avid reader of The 

Economist and (online) The New 

York Times, he is looking toward 

a career involving biology and 

agricultural science. 

In June, Brandon and one of 

his parents will travel to New 

York, courtesy of the United 

Nations Association, to receive 

its $2,000 award and its well-

earned acclamation.  
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In My Opinion 

By Paul Miller 

A 
long with all our other 

concerns, we worry 

constantly these days 

about Iranôs nuclear weapons 

program. Some of us favor 

bombing it into oblivion, as if 

two wars were not enough. For 

thirty years, since the Ayatollah 

and his followers overthrew our 

ill-chosen ally the shah and 

seized control of Iran, we have 

disdained diplomatic relations. 

Meanwhile, partly due to our 

misadventure in Iraq, Iran has 

grown in power and influence. 

It is really long past time to 

ñengageò with Iran, as we should 

with any dangerous adversary. 

The President clearly is intent on 

this course, and, encouragingly, 

his March 20 videotaped message 

to Iraqi leaders (subtitled in Per-

sian), drew a less-than-hostile 

response. 

What does each country want 

or need from the other? Beyond 

an end to Iranôs nuclear weapons 

program, we want cooperation 

instead of subversion in Iraq and 

help finding a solution in Af-

ghanistan. Essentially, Iran wants 

recognition as a key player and 

assurance that we arenôt bent on 

the same regime change we 

brought about in Iraq. Both of us 

need, and should want, stability 

and security in the Middle East 

and beyond. 

A June election looms in Iran, 

and president Amadinejad might 

lose to one of two more moderate 

challengers. Ingenious diplomacy 

on our part could help make that 

happen. Millions of young Irani-

ans who admire us and hate their 

leaders will be watching and then 

voting. 

This overture to Iran may even 

fail in the end. But most of us are 

glad the President is trying, and if 

Iran looks better after June, could 

he, even, lead us to a major break-

through in the Middle East? 

Chapter board 

meetings are open to 

all members — usually 

the last Tuesday of 

each month, 7:30 p.m., 

at our UNA Center, 

552 Emerson Street, 

in downtown 

Palo Alto 

Write, fax, or 

e-mail Congress in 

support of the UN. 

Editors too! 

To be added to our e-

mail distribution listing, 

send an 

e-mail request to 

unamidpeninsula@ 

yahoo.com 

T 
he crisis in Caucasian 

Georgia last August sent 

our relations with Rus-

sia, already worsening since 

Vladimir Putin took over from 

Boris Yeltsin, to a low not seen 

since the Cold War. Then early in 

February, apparently under Rus-

sian pressure, the former Soviet 

Republic of Kyrgyzstan requested 

that we close our supply base 

there, a serious blow to opera-

tions in Afghanistan now that 

supplies from Pakistan via the 

Khyber Pass are increasingly 

threatened by the Taliban. 

As we expanded NATO steadily 

closer to Russiaôs heartland we were 

courting confrontation, as the fa-

mously far-sighted diplomat George 

Kennan warned us long ago. Georgia 

and the Ukraine surely today are 

problematic NATO candidates, yet 

we encouraged their hopes, particu-

larly the English-speaking charis-

matic but reckless Georgian presi-

dent, Mikheil Saakashvilli. Contacts 

with Congress and the White House 

apparently led him to think we would 

back him in a showdown with Russia 

over two of his (renegade) provinces. 

When Russia responded in force to 

his bombing one province, Ossetia, 

we had to ñswallowò an invasion 

and partial occupation of Georgia. 

The likely Kyrgyzstan base 

closure (following a $2 billion 

Russian loan as encouragement) is 

an alarm bell that should send us 

on a new diplomatic course. There 

is a lot we need from Putinôs coun-

try, including further decreasing 

and safeguarding nuclear arms, 

ensuring energy supplies to our 

European allies, and help ending 

Iranôs nuclear arms program. In 

return we can rethink NATO ex-

pansion and forget the useless mis-

sile defense system planned in 

Poland and the Czech Republic. 

Putin will not lead his unfor-

tunate nation forever; but today 

he is undeniably backed by most 

of a populace angry over lost 

prestige and obsessed by historic 

fears of encirclement. Could very 

far-sighted diplomacy eventually 

bring us to a time when this tor-

mented country is no longer an 

adversary but part of the Euro-

pean Union and at last a positive 

force in the United Nations?  

The Russian Problem 

THE ECONOMIST, January 31, 2008 

Go green! Save us money! Add your name to our e-mail 

distribution listing and remove your name from the USPS 

distribution listing by sending an e-mail request to unamid-

peninsula@yahoo.com 

CAREFUL! THE 
GREAT SATAN  IS 

OPENING  HIS 
CLAW ! 

 
AND  HE IS 
NO  DOUBT 
REACHING  
FOR OUR 

THROATS!! 


