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Palo Alto, or at the Festival. 

UNAFF, founded and directed 

by UNA Midpeninsula’s own 

Jasmina Bojic, is an incomparable 

visual pathway to better under-

standing of our conflicted world, 

an experience not to be missed!  

T 
he United Nations Asso-

ciation’s Film Festival 

returns this year for its 

eleventh performance, celebrating 

this time the sixtieth anniversary 

of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights with the theme 

“Blue Planet, Green Planet.” The 

Festival’s exceptional documen-

tary films have won five Academy 

Awards and had eleven nomina-

tions. They have attracted ever-

increasing audiences, and the Fes-

tival has spread to other cities, 

from Los Angeles to Chicago and 

New York and overseas to Paris 

and Venice. 

Forty-one films from as many 

countries, ranging from Afghani-

stan to Vietnam, will be screened 

in various Bay Area locations 

October 19-26, mainly at Stanford 

University on October 22-26. The 

films reflect the world’s myriad 

challenges, as seen in the lives of 

its diverse peoples. An example 

this year is My Daughter the Ter-

rorist, described as “an exceed-

ingly rare inside look” at the 

Tamil Tigers of Sri Lanka. 

The screenings are listed on the 

enclosed insert, with dates, show 

Creating a World Without Pov-

erty by Muhammad Yunus 

Philadelphia: Perseus Books 

Group, 2007, 261 pages 

Reviewed by Helen Young 

I 
n July our UNA Midpenin-

sula Book Group discussed 

this book that is based on his 

acceptance speech titled “Poverty 

is a Threat to Peace,” when he 

and the Grameen Bank in Bangla-

desh were awarded the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 2006. He fleshes 

out the ideas presented in the 

speech in a wonderfully readable 

and fascinating description of the 

way the Grameen Bank came into 

being and has developed, and how 

his own thinking has grown 

within the concept of “Social 

Business.”  

The microcredit loans of the 

Grameen (Village) Bank brought a 

great many very poor women into 

the economy by allowing them to 

earn money through their micro-

businesses. With their loans, they 

bought cell phones for villagers to 

use for a fee, materials such as bam-

boo for weaving baskets and yarn 

for weaving cloth, or a cow or a 

goat. From these small investments 

they were able to repay their loans 

at a rate of over 90% and in turn 

become part owners of the Grameen 

Bank. By allowing women in pov-

erty to determine how to capitalize 

on their skills and by creating small 

communities of borrowers and lend-

ers, the Grameen Bank grew to 

include 25 companies of various 

sorts.  

Yunus explains the concept of 

(Continued on page 3) 

It’s UNAFF Time Again! 

Yunus on Poverty 

times, and other information. Ad-

mission is $8 per film session, $5 

for non-Stanford students, and 

$95 for a Festival pass. Tickets 

can be purchased at the Stanford 

Ticket Office, Kepler’s Bookstore 

in Menlo Park, the UNA store in 

My Daughter the Terrorist 
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Visit your UNA 

Information Center! 

Get a friend to join 

the UNA! 

President’s Message 

U 
.S. policy, both foreign and domestic, is very much in the 

public eye as we approach November elections. The chal-

lenges are enormous and we struggle with setting priorities. 

Here are some of the thoughts expressed by Jeffrey Sachs, a prestigious 

economist in a recent speech at Harvard University. He stated “The 

biggest mistake of our time is to say that the tran-

scendent challenge of our age is Islamic extrem-

ism—as opposed to hunger, disease, water, hope, 

participation in a world economy, and sustainable 

development.” 

 He presented ten steps to ensure sustainable 

development goals to guide foreign and environ-

mental policy as his “memo to the next president.” 

Some of these steps, briefly, were as follows: 

 Use $30 billion of the $200 billion spent yearly on war on a UN 

peacekeeping and development program 

 Set up Institutes of Sustainable Technologies 

 Increase investments in sustainable energy 

 Triple U.S contributions to the Population Fund 

 Establish a cabinet level Department for International Sustainable 

Development 

 Commit fully to the Millennium Development Goals 

Sachs ended with a quote from the 1963 American University com-

mencement address of John F. Kennedy, “Let us not be blind to our 

differences but let us direct attention to our common interests…. For in 

the final analysis our most basic common link is that we all inhabit this 

small planet, we all breathe the same air, we all cherish our children’s 

future, and we are all mortal.” 

It is my hope that Jeffrey Sach’s memo be heard by our next Presi-

dent and lead to concrete action. 

ðMary Granholm 

You’ll get great gift 

ideas from the 

international 

treasures at our 

Center! 

Info on UN Issues 

www.un.org 

www.unausa.org 

www.un.org/works 

www.unfoundation.o

rg 

www.landmines.org 

Film Series 

and Book 

Club 

C 
oming films at the 

Avenidas Senior Cen-

ter, 450 Bryant Street 

in downtown Palo Alto, all on 

Mondays at 2:00 p.m., are Sto-

len Childhoods, about child 

labor in seven countries, in-

cluding the United States 

(October 6, 86 minutes); Nev-

ertheless, the story of Cuba 

under the U.S. embargo that 

followed Cuba’s 1959 revolu-

tion (November 3, 49 min-

utes); Oil on Ice, on our gov-

ernment’s energy policies and 

the Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge (December 1, 57 min-

utes). 

Book club meetings, all 

Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m., are at 

Mary Granholm’s residence, 

1945 Mt. Vernon Court (#15) 

in Mountain View. For direc-

tions, call 650-968-1174. The 

books are: November 18, 

Chasing the Flame, by Saman-

tha Power, on the remarkable 

career of the humanitarian 

U.N. diplomat Sergio Vieira 

de Mello, who was killed 

when terrorists bombed the 

U.N. mission in Iraq; Decem-

ber-no meeting this month; 

January 20; From Outrage to 

Courage ,  by Anne Firth 

Murray, about the travails of 

women in poor countries and 

their fight for better lives.   

Our Annual Ornament and 

Crèche Sale 

T 
he UNA Gift Shop volunteers invite members and friends to our 

fourth annual Holiday Ornament and Crèche Sale on Sunday, 

November 2, 2:00-5:00 p.m. Our knowledgeable and friendly 

volunteer staff will be eager to help you choose the perfect gift or decora-

tion from our handmade, international, and mostly fair-trade collection! 

Refreshments will be served. Join us for a festive afternoon.  

Student Alliance 

C 
upertino High School’s UNA Student Alli-

ance will host a Benefit Gala/ Silent Auc-

tion on Sunday November 2, a remarkable 

student initiative to raise funds for a potable water 

and irrigation project in the Ethiopian village of 

Gara Dima. The event, from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m., will 

include entertainment and dessert, and is at Cuper-

tino’s Cypress Hotel, 10050 South De Anza Boule-

vard.  

For information, contact Derek Zhou at (408) 

504-3326 or derekzhou@yahoo.com 
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In My Opinion 

By Paul Miller 

E 
arlier this year, when the 

long primary contests 

were just getting going, 

there was much comment in the 

news that the populace at last had 

grown tired of “attack politics” 

and not only would no longer be 

persuaded by it but would even 

begin, at the ballot box, to punish 

its more flagrant practitioners. 

Now, many months later, with 

the conventions over and the 

ultimate contest beginning, there 

is no sign that things are going to 

be any different. 

If the polls are to be believed, 

most of a conflicted populace is 

agreed on at least one point—that 

the state of the nation is unac-

ceptable and that (presumably) 

those responsible should be re-

placed by leaders who can do 

better. For that to happen, the 

candidates will have to do much 

more than focus on their oppo-

nents’ defects. They will have to 

abandon evasive generalizations 

and diversionary tactics and be-

gin saying clearly what they 

would do with each of the crucial 

foreign and domestic challenges 

this nation faces. 

One of our most fundamental 

divisions is over the role of mili-

tary power versus diplomacy in 

foreign policy, and over our role 

in the United Nations. In domes-

tic policy we are just as divided 

over the extent of government’s 

role in dealing with our eco-

nomic and social problems. One 

can only hope the debates will 

raise the campaign’s level 

enough to make clear how much 

these divisions are weakening 

our country. Then more of us 

might comprehend the transcen-

dent importance of the coming 

election. We are surely at a 

crossroads, where our choices 

may well determine whether we 

ever regain our place as the 

world’s most admired and exem-

plary nation. 

Chapter board 

meetings are open to 

all members — 

usually the last 

Tuesday of each 

month, 7:30 p.m., at 

our UNA Center, 552 

Emerson Street, 

in downtown 

Palo Alto 

Write, fax, or 

e-mail Congress in 

support of the UN. 

Editors too! 

To be added to our e

-mail distribution 

listing, send an 

e-mail request to 

unamidpeninsula@ 

yahoo.com 

I 
f soaring food prices are 

alarming many in the U.S., 

they are causing riots from 

Argentina to Egypt and Pakistan to 

Indonesia. And our politics-driven 

subsidy of ethanol is part of the 

problem. 

It is not the single most impor-

tant cause. Others are the rising 

demand for meat (and thus for cat-

tle feed) in China and other devel-

oping countries; and falling grain 

supplies due to natural disasters in 

food-exporting nations (Australia is 

in its seventh year of record 

drought). 

But our conversion of corn to 

ethanol, in a misguided effort to 

reduce demand for environmentally

-damaging and exorbitant oil, has 

produced an estimated 30 percent 

of the average global grain price 

increase (World Watch, July-

August). While this is a classic 

example of the Law of Unintended 

Consequences, the subsidy of corn 

as a biofuel is a much intended con-

sequence of Washington’s lobbying 

industry, whose members number at 

least 35 thousand. 

Nor is corn-based ethanol a 

good biofuel in its own right. It 

supplies less energy per gallon 

than gasoline or Brazil’s sugar-

cane ethanol. It is only 13 percent 

better than gasoline on green-

house-gas emission, not as good 

as switch grass. 

A growing backlash from live-

stock producers, grocery manufac-

turers and others may eventually 

end our corn-to-ethanol love affair; 

but the world’s real challenges are 

in its production and distribution of 

food and most of all in its rising 

population. In finding answers to 

this, the United Nations surely can 

play a leading role.  

Save the Date! On December 10, we’ll celebrate, together with 

the World Affairs Council, the Human Rights Commission’s sixti-

eth anniversary, in a program on human rights, the UN, and US 

foreign policy. For information 326-3170 or www.unamidpen.org. 

“Social Business” quite simply as a 

business with social benefit as the 

driving force rather than profit. 

After a lunch with the chairman 

and CEO of Groupe Danone, he 

was able to put his concept into 

practice in a joint venture between 

the Grameen Bank and the French 

yogurt company. In this case, 

Grameen Danone is dedicated to 

bringing low cost nutritional food 

to poor children in Bangladesh. He 

used Grameen human resources to 

form the distribution network for 

the company, relying on the 

women in the Grameen microcredit 

network.  

Since social businesses are run on 

business principles rather than as co-

ops or NGO enterprises, they may 

Yunus on Poverty 

(Continued from page 1) 

well make a profit. If so, the funds are 

either reinvested into the company, or 

into a new social business. A year 

after Grameen Danone was born, 

Yumus received a letter from the 

executive vice president of Danone’s 

Asia Pacific operations, saying, in 

part, “…you have changed our corpo-

rate life…. We’ll never thank you 

enough for bringing meaning to our 

business life.” Yunus believes there 

are many other people in the world 

who do not see making money as 

their most important personal goal 

and who would be willing to create 

social businesses. So he asserts that it 

will be quite possible to create a world 

without poverty and he feels certain 

that in spite of natural disasters Bang-

ladesh will be able to meet the first 

UN Millennium Development Goal 

of reducing extreme poverty even 

before the target date of 2015.  

Feeding the World Food Crisis 
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UNA Calendar 

October 6, November 3, December 1, all 2:00 p.m.—Past UNAFF 

films, Avenidas Senior Center in Palo Alto. See page 2. 

October 20, 7:00 p.m.—World Affairs Council program on India, 

Pakistan and Afghanistan. At Stanford. For information, call (415) 

293-4600. 

October 22-26—Eleventh annual UNA Film Festival, at Stanford. 

See page 1 and insert. 

October 22 and November 19, 7:30 p.m.—World Affairs Council 

programs on India and Cambodia respectively. At Los Altos 

Youth Center. For information, call 494-0757. 

October 28 and November 25, 7:30 p.m.—Chapter board meetings. 

November 2, 2:00-5:00 p.m.—Our annual Holiday Ornament and 

Crèche Sale, at UNA Center. See page 2. 

November 2, 7:30-10:30 p.m.—UNA Student Alliance Benefit Gala at 

Cypress Hotel, Cupertino. See page 2. 

November 18 and January 20, 7:30 p.m.—Book Club meetings, 

Mountain View. See page 2. 

December 10, 7:00 p.m.—A celebration of the Human Rights 

Commission’s sixtieth anniversary. At Los Altos Youth Center. 

See page 3. 


