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lacks in charisma he makes up 

for in industry, a sharp mind, 

and sheer tenacity.ò n 

T 
he U.N.ôs Secretary Gen-

eral, Ban Ki-moon, must 

have been pleased to read 

what The Economist had to say 

about him in its January 5 issue: 

ñébehind the scenes, without 

great fanfare, Mr. Ban, although 

still far from a household name, is 

quietly getting things done.ò 

There was a startling contrast 

between his bland and modest 

manner and that of Kofi Annan, 

to whom showmanship came 

naturally. And he hadnôt come 

up through the U.N. ranks, 

unlike his predecessor, and had 

to do some quick learning about 

the U.N.ôs ñcultureò. So there 

were early mistakes, and halfway 

through his first year he was 

widely being written off as an ill

-prepared mediocrity. 

But Ban Ki-moon was an ex-

perienced and accomplished South 

Korean diplomat and foreign min-

ister, and he is a man of integrity 

and relentless determination. In 

this first year he flew 125,000 

miles in 57 official visits to 39 

countries and 300 bilateral meet-

ings with government 

officials. And with his 

focus on global warm-

ing, he became the first 

U.N. chief to visit Ant-

arctica. 

A major payoff was 

the U.N. conference in 

Bali last December, 

when 187 countries 

agreed to a global effort 

on climate change. He 

succeeded, too, in get-

ting China to start pres-

suring Sudan on Darfur. 

And he has accelerated 

U.N. reforms in respon-

sibility, efficiency, and 

capability. 

So there is less 

hostility to the U.N. 

in Washington these 

days. The change of 

our U.N. ambassa-

dors from John Bol-

ton to Zalmay 

Khalilzad helped, 

but Ban Ki-moon gets the major 

credit. As The Economist put it, 

ñWhat this seemingly grey man 

Report Card 

I  
n an address at Harvard Uni-

versity on November 28 last 

year, the State Departmentôs 

Assistant Secretary for Interna-

tional Organization Affairs, Kris-

ten Silverberg, spoke on ñA U.N. 

for the Twenty-First Centuryò and 

about the United Statesô relation-

ship with the United Nations. We 

will not succeed at the U.N., she 

said, without clearly understand-

ing its potential and its limita-

tions. 

Silverberg cited three common 

mistaken ideas about the U.N. The 

first is that it is a single 

ñmonolithicò body, when in real-

ity it is more a confederation of 

organizations, with five main or-

gans and many subsidiary bodies, 

involving over 160,000 people, 

including 100,000 peacekeepers 

from over 100 countries. Some 

U.N. bodies are functional and 

pragmatic (UNICEF, the World 

Food Program, the U.N. Develop-

ment Program, etc.), fighting pov-

erty, hunger and disease, and are 

strongly supported by the U.S. 

Others are purely political (the 

General Assembly, the Human 

Rights Council, etc.) and contro-

versial. Some U.N. bodies are 

funded by assessed dues, others at 

least partly by voluntary contribu-

tions. The latter, unsurprisingly, 

Explaining the United Nations 

are more responsive to their do-

norsô interests (and more popular 

with Congress, Ed.). Some U.N. 

bodies, notably the General As-

sembly, are dominated by regional 

blocs that in turn are often domi-

nated by a few countries that 

sometimes are the least responsi-

ble of the bloc. Another common 

mistake, Silverberg said, is to 

blame the U.N. for the failings of 

individual member states. With 

192 nations, it is an invaluable 

international forum; but there are 

drawbacks to a universality which 

includes non-democracies and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Visit your UNA 

Information Center! 

Get a friend to join 

the UNA! 

Presidentõs Message 

O 
n December 10, 1948 the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights was adopted by the General Assembly 

of the United Nations. This year we commemorate 

the sixtieth anniversary of that remarkable document, now 

available in 360 languages. Secretary General Ban Ki-moonôs 

opening statement on the UN Human Rights web site is both 

appropriate and challenging. I quote ñIt is our 

duty to ensure that these rights are a living re-

ality; that they are known, understood, and 

enjoyed by everyone, everywhere. It is often 

those who most need their human rights pro-

tected, who also need to be informed that the 

Declaration exists, and that it exists for them.ò 

 The theme for the year-long commemora-

tion at the UN is ñDignity and Justice for All 

of Us.ò As our chapter board members set our program priori-

ties for the coming year and survey the list of issues by the Hu-

man Rights groups within the UN, the challenges are endless. 

We are far short of the vision set forth in the Declaration sixty 

years ago, but much progress has actually been made. We have 

only to look at the results of the recent elections in our own 

country to appreciate the strides made in reducing racism and 

sexism.  

I urge you to take a look at the Human Rights link on the 

un.org web site to see the issues confronting the world body, 

including us, in the field of human rights. Also, we invite you 

to stop by our store and information center at 552 Emerson 

Street and pick up a copy of the Declaration, either a $1 pam-

phlet or a free handout. 

ðMary Granholm 

Youõll get great gift 

ideas from the 

international 

treasures at our 

Center! 

Info on UN Issues 

www.un.org 

www.unausa.org 

www.un.org/works 

www.unfoundation.o

rg 

www.landmines.org 

Doing Good 

While Dining 

T 
he United Nations Asso-

ciationôs Adopt-A-

Minefield campaign got 

a giant boost on May 4 when 

more than a 100 came for dinner 

at the First Congregational 

Church in Palo Alto. They en-

joyed Margaret Greenôs delicious 

menu, including six carrot cakes 

she had made; and Sandy Sieg-

mund brought a special salad. A 

bequest from the late Joe Carleton 

subsidized the rest of the fare. 

After viewing the U.N.A.ôs 

film on the minefield campaign, 

the diners were entertained by a 

light-hearted improvisational 

group from Half Moon Bay, the 

ñBlue Blanket.ò 

The churchôs Peace and Justice 

Task Force, which is chaired by 

Ruth Carleton, co-sponsored this 

event; and many youth and adults 

from the church helped in prepar-

ing and serving the dinner, which 

raised $4500 for A-a-M! 

A smaller gathering on April 

23, for Chapter board members 

and volunteers at our gift shop, 

was hosted by Joy and Richard 

Scott and featured a memorable 

variety of international foods. The 

18 diners added another $860 to 

this annual drive, helping make 

2008 a very good year! n 

I  
n an article in the Washing-

ton Post of March 30, titled 

ñHow to End the War,ò for-

mer national security advisor 

Zbigniew Brzezinski set forth the 

compelling case for our disen-

gagement in Iraq. 

Our continuing losses in dead 

and wounded are only the most 

obvious reasons. The present and 

future dollar costs will be in the 

trillions. Against all this, he says, 

the argument for staying the 

course ñdraws heavily on shad-

owy fears of the unknown,ò with 

no real evidence that ending the 

war would mean disaster. The 

longer we stay in Iraq, he says, 

the less incentive its factions 

have to compromise; and con-

versely, clear plans to leave will 

change their attitudes. Leaving 

would also ñsmooth the way for a 

broad U.S. initiative addressed to 

all of Iraqôs neighbors,ò includ-

ing a regional conference on se-

curity arrangements and eco-

nomic development. 

He does say we must plan 

with Iraqi leaders for emergency 

help in any threat from Iran, even 

as we plan to include Iran in 

talks on regional stability. As for 

al-Qaeda, he says, it has not 

Getting out 

caused most of the anti-U.S. 

insurgency, which is an Iraqi 

fight ñagainst a hated foreign 

occupier.ò Yes, there are some 

risks that disengagement may 

produce ña phase of intensified 

inter-Iraqi conflicts,ò an un-

avoidable result of our long oc-

cupation. 

Brzezinski says our strategy 

ñto undo the errors of recent 

years should be cooling down 

the Middle East, instead of heat-

ing it upò and the ñfear-driven 

policy paralysisò that is prolong-

ing the war is to our ñhistoric 

detriment.ò n 



July-August-September 2008 UNA Midpeninsula Page 3 

In My Opinion 

By Paul Miller 

O 
ver the years weôve 

grown accustomed to 

having such a lot of 

fun on the Fourth of July that 

we often forget that its official 

name is Independence Day and 

that the men who declared our 

independence that day were in 

a very somber state of mind. 

The colonies whose grim deter-

mination and high principles so 

inspired much of the world 

went on to become a nation 

unrivaled in admiration and 

acclaim. And yet in two centu-

ries we have acquired eco-

nomic and military power so 

great that weôve become arro-

gant and unthinking; and na-

tions once our close allies are 

now wary. It is time for more 

of us to remember our founders 

and devote part of this Fourth 

to some serious thought. 

We might consider that in 

several years of destructive 

leadership we have spent bil-

lions on arms but not on war-

ring against the world chal-

lenges that are our real long-

term threatsðhunger, pov-

erty, disease, illiteracy, and 

population growth, all of 

which lead to conflict, milita-

rism, terrorism, mass migra-

tion, and environmental deg-

radation. We might reflect 

that, as a would-be world 

leader, we have gone a long 

way in the wrong direction. 

Now, with chances of a dra-

matic shift in Congress and a 

President who is young, ener-

getic, visionary and world wise, 

we can begin to turn things 

around. We might make, at last, 

major advances in education, in 

the politics of race, and even in 

the politics of money, our most 

fundamental challenge. And the 

nation that founded the United 

Nations can come back and 

inspire a new intensity to the 

long search for a better world. 

Chapter board 

meetings are open to 

all members ñ 

usually the last 

Tuesday of each 

month, 7:30 p.m., at 

our UNA Center, 552 

Emerson Street, 

in downtown 

Palo Alto 

Write, fax, or 

e-mail Congress in 

support of the UN. 

Editors too! 

To be added to our 

e-mail distribution 

listing, send an 

e-mail request to 

unamidpeninsula@ 

yahoo.com 

C 
oming films at the 

Avenidas Senior Center, 

450 Bryant Street in 

downtown Palo Alto (all on Mon-

days at 2 p.m.) are: 

F Green Plans, about innovative 

environmental programs in the 

Netherlands and New Zealand 

(July 7, 57 minutes) 

F Brothers and Others, on immi-

grants and the impact of our 

fear of terrorism (August 4, 54 

minutes) 

F Dying to Leave: Slaves of the 

Free Market, on the world-

wide boom in the smuggling 

and trafficking of migrants 

(September 8, 54 minutes) 

Book Club meetings (all Tues-

day at 7:30 p.m.) are at Mary 

Granholmôs residence, 1945 Mt. 

Vernon Court, #15, in Mountain 

View. For directions, call (650) 

968-1174. The books are: 

F Fearless and Ordinary. People 

Doing Extraordinary Things in 

a World Gripped by Fear, by 

Lininka Ulatowska, a novel of 

how fear creeps into lives and 

nations (August 19) 

F Memo to the President-Elect: 

How We Can Restore Ameri-

can Reputation and Leader-

ship, by Madeleine Albright 

(September 16) 

F The Chalice and the Blade, by 

Riane Eisler, on the phenome-

non of human cruelty and how 

a better future is possible 

(October 21) n 

òé.the U.N.õs biggest problem is also its most intractable. It lies 

in the all-powerful Security Council or, more precisely, with its 

five permanent members.ó 

ðTHE ECONOMIST, January 6, 2007 

òWhen the council works with a common purpose, its authority 

can be remarkably expeditious and effectiveé. Much of the 

time, however, national interests and differences easily 

outweigh a sense of international responsibility.ó 

ðBrian Urquhart, former U.N. Undersecretary-General, in N.Y. 

REVIEW OF BOOKS, October 11, 2007 

Film Series and Book Club 

nations not really committed to 

the ideals of the U.N. Charter. 

Some compromise becomes un-

avoidable, and the result is that 

the U.N. is only as good as its 

member states. 

The third common mistaken 

idea about the U.N., the speaker 

said, is expecting it to be relevant 

to every foreign policy problem; 

and she mentioned that critics 

often deride our policy as ñà la 

carte: multilateral when conven-

ient and unilateral when not.ò The 

U.N. system is not always appro-

priate, she said, and any option 

has tradeoffs, which are evaluated 

on a case-by-case basis. Disen-

Explaining the UN  

(Continued from page 1) 

gagement from one U.N. body 

does not mean disengagement 

from the entire U.N. system. One 

important alternative is the 

NATO. 

Ultimately, Silverberg said, 

ñéto work effectively through 

the U.N., one has to have realis-

tic expectations of its capabili-

ties. Critics of the U.N. too often 

dismiss the value of multilateral-

ism and universality and ignore 

the tremendous work of U.N. 

bodies. But multilateralism is 

challenging even when con-

ducted among relatively like-

minded countries, as in the 

NATO. Throw in universal 

membership and the difficulty 

increases. Add a vast bureauc-

racy and it gets only harder.ò n 
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UNA Calendar 

July 7, August 4, September 8, all at 2:00 p.m.ñ

UNAFF films at Avenidas Senior Center in Palo 

Alto. See page 3. 

July 29, August 26, September 30, all at 7:30 

p.m.ñChapter board meetings at U.N.A. Cen-

ter, 552 Emerson Street, in downtown Palo Alto. 

August 19, September 16, October 21, all at 7:30 

p.m.ñBook Club meetings, all in Mountain View. 

See page 3. 

 

September 28ñWorld Affairs Council annual out-

door òkick-offó program, òAgenda for the Next 

President.ó For information and reservations, call 

(415) 293-4600. 


