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April-May-June 2008 

O 
n March 29 we heard an 

inspiring talk by Jane Rob-

erts, a remarkable fighter 

for women, who came up from Red-

lands to tell us of her work with the 

United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA). 

When in 2002 the White House 

cancelled the $34 million Congress 

had voted for the fund, an outraged 

Roberts had a brainstorm, learned 

from UNFPA that one Lois Abra-

ham had the same idea; and the two 

launched “34 Million Friends of 

UNFPA”, aiming to ask 34 million 

Americans to each send at least one 

dollar. They used the phone and the 

internet to reach friends, NGOs, the 

media and others nationwide; and 

soon a trickle of contributions be-

came a flood. Molly Ivins and Ellen 

Goodman wrote columns and then 

Oprah Winfrey’s O Magazine 

weighed in. UNFPA made the two 

its emissaries at home and abroad, 

where they visited schools and clin-

ics in the undeveloped world. Ted 

Turner’s U.N. Foundation financed 

their travels and also much of their 

mailing. Roberts tells all this in her 

book “34 Million Friends of the 

Women of the World”. As we heard 

her tell parts of her story in person, 

there was no mistaking her energy 

and passion in the long fight for 

women’s rights. 

In other key parts of the pro-

gram, chapter president Mary Gran-

holm reviewed highlights of the 

past year, conducted the election 

and installation of four new board 

members, and introduced the win-

ners of our entries in the national 

U.N.A. essay contest, Peter Hur-

tubise and Mana Jabbour, who re-

ceived first and second place cash 

awards and hearty congratulations. 

New Board Members 

Karen Beswick says she 

grew up in a family that valued 

diversity and activism, and par-

ticipating on the U.N.A. board 

will feel like being with family. 

She has been speaking out for 

peace since she was a teenager. 

The experience that has been 

most significant to her in 

“understanding our common 

humanity” is that of being a 

mother, and she says “when 

there is war or poverty, illness or 

pollution, it is the mother in me 

that needs to take action”. She 

values the opportunity to support 

the work of the U.N.A. and looks 

forward to working with all the 

members of the board. 

Annual Meeting 2008 

Litsie Indergard has a long 

history with UNA, first joining 

the Board of the Mid-Peninsula 

Chapter in 1986 . She served as 

finance chair, Bylaws Committee 

member, and manager of the cen-

ter’s office. After being selected 

to be the Chapter’s representative 

on the Board of the Northern Cali-

fornia division of the UNA, she 

became active in the division, 

serving as treasurer. 

In 2000 she was elected presi-

dent of the Mid-Peninsula Chap-

ter, where her greatest achieve-

ment was persuading Mary Gran-

holm to accept her nomination for 

the presidency. 

Litsie’s non-UNA interests 

include serving as President of her 

church’s Board of Trustees, being 

a member of the Palo Alto Human 

Relations Commission, running 

for City council, serving on the 

Board of the Urban Ministry, and 

the biggest job of all: being Treas-

urer of the Community Working 

Group, which created the Oppor-

tunity Center. 

Lucie Newcomb, a graduate of 

U.C. Berkeley, has headed mar-

keting, communications, and sales 

(Continued on page 3) 

Jane Roberts 
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Visit your UNA 

Information Center! 

Get a friend to join 

the UNA! 

Presidentõs Message 

E 
ach year the chapters and divisions are asked to focus on se-

lected key issues. I’d like to call your attention to those we are 

advocating for 2008, under the theme “Restoring U.S. Credi-

bility Through International Cooperation”: 

Abiding by international law . Our failure to support the Kyoto Treaty 

and the International Criminal Court, to ratify widely-accepted 

international treaties, and to follow the Geneva Con-

vention have weakened us as a world leader. With 

economic and security interests throughout the 

world, we must be committed to international rules 

of law. 

Supporting human rights. December is the 60th 

anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, drafted under the leadership of Eleanor Roo-

sevelt. Convincing our government to ratify treaties 

such as those for the Rights of Women and Rights of 

the Child would be a great way to celebrate! 

Constructive participation in the U.N. Climate Change Frame-

work. We are one of 191 nations to ratify the Framework but have 

rejected the Kyoto Protocol with its binding commitment to cli-

mate change. It expires in 2012, and the U.N. Secretary-General 

has called for a successor draft by 2009. As the largest economy 

and leading emitter of greenhouse gases, we must participate ac-

tively and constructively in the negotiations. 

Paying our fair share at the U.N. The U.N. needs reliable sources of 

funding, and not paying our dues in full and on time not only jeop-

ardizes the work of the U.N. but undermines our influence there. 

We have habitually paid dues a year or more late. At the end of 

2007 we were $291 million in arrears to the U.N. general budget 

and $633 million to U.N. peacekeeping operations. The success of 

16 peacekeeping efforts, plus quelling the violence in Darfur, is in 

jeopardy.  

These advocacy issues are tremendous challenges, requiring each of 

us to be aware, to educate others, and to communicate with our legisla-

tors. Letters, phone calls and e-mails do have an impact. 

ðMary Granholm 

Youõll get great gift 

ideas from the 

international 

treasures at our 

Center! 

Info on UN Issues 

www.un.org 

www.unausa.org 

www.un.org/works 

www.unfoundation.o

rg 

www.landmines.org 

Film Series 

and Book 

Club 

C 
oming films at the 

Avenidas Senior Center, 

450 Bryant Street in 

downtown Palo Alto (all on Mon-

days at 2:00 p.m.) are: 

The Friendship Village, about 

war and reconciliation in Vietnam 

(April 7); 

Hidden in Plain Sight, about 

the controversial U.S. Army 

School of the Americas (May 5); 

Fury for the Sound, on women 

activists fighting to save a rain 

forest (June 2) 

 

Book club meetings, Tuesday 

evenings at 7:30p.m., are at Mary 

Granholm’s residence, 1945 

Mount Vernon Court, #15, in 

Mountain View. For directions, 

call 650-968-1174. The books 

are: 

Unbowed,  b y Wangar i 

Maathai, a woman activist in 

Kenya (April 15); 

The Elephant and the Dragon, 

by Robin Meredith, about India 

and China (May 20); 

Chasing the Flame, by Saman-

tha Power, about Vieira de Mello, 

the U.N. envoy killed in Iraq in 

2003 (June 17) n 

New members 

We welcome 

 

Karen Beswick 

Peter Hurtubise 

Mana Jabbour 

Safoora Sarvestani 

Inspired Dining 

I 
t’s time again to take part 

in the U.N.A.-inspired an-

nual dinners, which help 

fund its Adopt-a-Minefield cam-

paign. Since beginning in 1999, 

A-A-M has cleared many mine-

fields, but there are still 45 to 70 

million landmines, barbaric 

weapons killing and maiming 

many thousands every year, 

mostly civilians, a third women 

and children. 

Our chapter is sponsoring two 

dinners, one for board members 

and gift shop volunteers, in a 

board member’s home. A larger 

dinner, open to all, is set for May 

4, 6:30 p.m., at Palo Alto’s First 

Congregational Church. For infor-

mation, call Ruth Carleton at 

(650) 326-8885. Also any 

U.N.A.member can plan a dinner 

for friends, or even just send a 

check. Mail all checks (to Adopt-a

-Minefield) to AAM, 801 Second 

Avenue, New York, NY 10017, or 

c o n t r i b u t e  o n l i n e  a t 

www.landmines.org n 
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In My Opinion 

By Paul Miller 

I 
n the long fight for the 

White House, only three 

are still in the ring; and 

each of the two Democrats is 

busily telling us what’s wrong 

with the other, while the Re-

publican contender happily 

takes notes. Meanwhile the 

populace of a wounded nation 

has yet to get enough of the 

education it needs on so many 

crucial issues.  

Whoever awakens with the 

grand (?) prize one morning in 

November must, above all, find 

a way out of our ill-starred 

adventure in the Middle East. 

At least Obama and Clinton are 

agreed on that, while Mc Cain 

says we need more men, 

money and time (maybe a hun-

dred years, he remarked, sup-

posedly just kidding). 

There is a way, even in the 

few months between now and 

November, that the candidates, 

the Congress, and the populace 

could learn much more about 

the Middle East. It’s known as 

Al Jazeera, an Arab television 

news network based in Doha, 

Qatar. Started almost twelve 

years ago by professional jour-

nalists, some from BBC World, 

it soon had an audience of mil-

lions. In late 2006 it launched 

an English-language station, Al 

Jazeera International, which 

now has over a million viewers 

worldwide. Only a few small 

cable networks here carry it, 

for whatever reason (fear of 

White House reaction?) but it 

is now on the internet at http://

english.aljazeera.net/English. 

Journalists around the 

world consider Al Jazeera 

unbiased and a model of pro-

fessionalism. What it shows 

and tells might give us a 

clearer picture of the Middle 

East, why we are still falter-

ing there, and how and when 

we can find a way out. 

Chapter board 

meetings are open to 

all members ñ 

usually the last 

Tuesday of each 

month, 7:30 p.m., at 

our UNA Center, 552 

Emerson Street, 

in downtown 

Palo Alto 

Write, fax, or 

e-mail Congress in 

support of the UN. 

Editors too! 

To be added to our 

e-mail distribution 

listing, send an 

e-mail request to 

unamidpeninsula@ 

yahoo.com 

A 
s part of a celebration of 

International Week by 

Stanford’s Bechtel Inter-

national Center, we will present a 

program there on Wednesday, 

May 7, 7:30 p.m. A video of the 

landmine challenge, “Clearing a 

Path to a Safer World”, will be 

shown, and there will be exhibits 

and refreshments. For information 

call Mary Granholm at (650) 968-

1174. n 

òAmerica, and not just its front-line 

soldiers, needs to watch Al Jazeera to 

understand how the world has 

changed. Any other course amounts 

to self-destructive blindness.ó 

ðRoger Cohen, NEW YORK TIMES, November 12, 2007 

Coming 

keting, communications, and 

sales departments since 1983 and 

has presented at several industry 

conferences worldwide. With 

over ten years experience in re-

gional trading blocs in Europe, 

Commonwealth countries and 

Africa, she has specialized in 

emerging markets. She has lived 

in the United Kingdom and South 

Africa and, in the latter, with the 

U.S. Consul-General co-founded 

the Cape-American Business Co-

uncil in Capetown. She also co-

founded the GraceNet Mentoring 

Partnership Program, a global 

association of women in technol-

ogy. Lucie currently heads the 

Global Lightworks Foundation. 

She has been on the board of 

U.N.A. San Francisco and served 

as U.N.A. Division Chair on 

Women’s Issues. 

Safoora Sarvestani was born 

in Iran and has lived in Tehran 

and in several U.S. states. An 

M.S. graduate of Rose-Hulman 

Institute of Technology in Terre 

Haute Indiana, she headed the 

Annual Meeting 

(Continued from page 1) 

optical hardware group at Cisco 

Systems in Petaluma, California.  

Her interest in the U.N. began 

in Iran, where her uncle worked 

with UNICEF. She now lives in 

Redwood City and in the past 

year has been involved in several 

children’s literacy programs 

there. She is particularly inter-

ested in children’s educational 

programs and the work of Adopt-

a-Minefield, and she volunteers 

at the U.N. gift shop in Palo 

Alto. n 

Safoora Sarvestani  
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UNA Calendar 

April 7, May 5, June 2, July 7 (all at 2:00p.m.)ñFilms at Avenidas 

Senior Center in Palo Alto. See page 2. 

April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15 (all at 7:30 p.m.)ñBook Club 

meetings in Mountain View. See page 2. 

April 16, 7:30 p.m.ñWorld Affairs Council panel on òJournalism in 

Regions of Emerging Powers and Democraciesó at Los Altos Li-

brary. For information, call (415) 293-4600. 

April 29, May 27, June 24 (all at 7:30 p.m.)ñChapter board meet-

ings at U.N.A. Center in Palo Alto. 

May 4, 6:30 p.m.ñFund-raising dinner for U.N.A.õs Adopt-A-

Minefield project. See page 2. 

May 7, 7:30 p.m.ñInternational Week celebration at Bechtel Interna-

tional Center, Stanford. See page 3. 

May 14, 7:30 p.m.ñWorld Affairs Council óSecurity or Freedom: The 

Costs of Counterterrorism,ó at Los Altos Youth Center. For informa-

tion, call (650) 494-0757. 

June 18, 7:30 p.m.ñWorld Affairs Council ñLecture on civil war, 

poverty, and ethic politics in sub-Saharan Africa at Los Altos Youth 

Center. For information, call (650) 494-0757. 


