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we e UNAFF Does It Again

January, February, ith its return for
March 2008 the tenth year to
Stanford  Univer-

sityb6s campus,
tions Associ at.
tival continued its record of
increasing publicity, sponsor-
ship, and attendance by enthu- i
siastic audiences. The 32
documentary films covered a p
wide range of topics and sto-
ries from 34 countries and
UNA five continents, an incompara- |
MIDPENINSULA on  Pl€ opportunity to see and un-
the weh  derstand the challenges of our |
http//WWW world '[Oday.
unamidpen.org Twenty-five of the film-
makers attended the festival;
and three awards were pre- &
sented, one tdhe Devil Came

on Horseback concerning The UNAFF itself was president John Hennessy to the
Sudanbds genoci dadiledwmits tenth anbiwensary, f esti val 6s found
fur, and two toThe Battle of with a proclamation by Palo Jas mi na Bojic,
Chernoby]| about hiAtst odydsnayor Y oyedrsook extradkdinary work for
worst nuclear accident, in mato, and with a certificate of St anf or doés Unite
1986 in Ukraine. appreciation from Stanford soci ation Filnmm F

A Human Rights Controversy

552 Emerson Street . . . .
Palo Alto California Commitment to the U.N.  transnational corporations. human rights offenses should be
94301 Declaration on Human Multinational corporations are well publicized and offenders
Rights is an important important actors in foreign affairs named, and voluntary commit-

phone part of the United Nations Global and can be forces for good or bad. ments should be specific and in
(650) Compact, which has been signed The doings of oil companies in writing. Remarkably, an increas-
326-3170 by more than 3,500 corporations places like Sudan and Nigeria are ing number of companies in fields
and companies. B examplesh €he challerme fort My.s like energy and environment are

faciggg‘; guidelines are voluntary and not Ruggie and the U.N. is getting the fearful of stronger national regula-
326-1943 defined enough for many human most cooperation from the great- tion down the line and want to

rights activists and non est number of corporations, and abandon voluntary guidelines
governmental organizations. So he has to rely on diplomacy and now. That should give the (nen

151 NGOG s, i ncwodl dgopsmebn. Mmangatony) GJONG somevideas and
prominent ones as Amnesty Inter- him to take a stronger stand; but some confidence in any new hu-
national and Human Rights some business leaders (and someman rights guidelines it contem-
Watch, expressed their concern in NGOs too) think that could be plates.

an open letter they sent in early self-defeating. The stakes are high in this con-
October to John Ruggie, the U.N. Naturally enough with volun- troversy; and the activists, the

SecretaryxGener al 6 s s ptarg guiddlines; anly rea pressure business world, and the United
sentative on human rights and gets a real response. At the least, Nations need to work togethen.
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Visit your UNA
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www.landmines.org
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ur Book Club selection for DecembianuaryParliament of Man
O by Paul Kennedy, was reviewed in our newsletter some time agjo !

Ann Nevins Loftis, but deserves a second look and recommen tig
It is a scholarly, well documented, and thoughtful rendition of the days leddi
up to and i mmediately foll owi .!
and his perspective on the challenges and directions of its future. We
age you to read this excellent book and join our discusg
or form a group of your friends or colleagues.
As we begin a new year and listen to the critics of the
and see the scarcity of positive articles in the media, wg a
reminded that we need to become more knowledgegble
ourselves and make our voices heard. It is encourafing
that books by and about remarkable people, who havf left
their privileged lives to go to remote areas and, under fery

New members

We welcome

Tiao Ang

Kim Bullock and Pete

Ulrata
Janet Cook
Jacques Fossourie
Paul Gilbert

harsh conditions, to transform the lives of the most undler [—; H
" Film Series and

privileged peoples, are making the Best Seller lists. | i
encouraging also that many of our college students are challenging th
quo and going out to change the world, volunteering in humanitarian prjects
worldwide.

people employed, including nearly 100,000 peacekeepers from 114 co
it is inevitable that measurements of success or failure will vary.
The oftrepeated statement by Dwight Eisenhower is as valid today as

trie§,

heff

written 1961, AWi th BRI I

up against it , -otgénizedhbpe tosstubstll |

the conference table for tlhef
0 Mary Granholm

it wa s i n
check

tut e

The Right to Health

he deplorable health of mil-

lions in the undeveloped
world, and the work of those help-
ing to change it, was the focus of that he has been able to employ it, |
an inspiring talk by Dr. Paul Wise, and other advanced measures for
at Stanfor doés Beahertdsdases, in ¢coentries @as poa n
Center on December 4. A professor as Guatemala.
of pediatrics and Richard E. Behr- Poverty is the enemy of health 1
man Professor in Child Health at all over the undeveloped world and
the Stanford School of Medicine, is the reason the Global Fund to
Dr.Wise spoke on the theme Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria hasto 1
AHeal th i s a Humaacale Backyimstgoals. Dr. Wise

Based on his experiences in stressed the fundamental need for

child health projects in India, South social change, especially the em-
Africa, and Latin America, but powerment of women. He has
concentrating on those in Guate- enlisted many idealistic medical
mala, his illustrated talk included students and others in his Guatema-
dramatic and headtirring slides of
children with AIDS before and

after antiretroviral therapy. This in

kind of hightech treatment is vital

fight, but he remains undaunted.

lan project. He knows this is a long mation
www.unamidpen.org n

satf@ ook Club

the
Avenidas Senior Center,

oming films at

450 Bryant Street in

Their
phaned by AID®January 7)
The Shamanos
alhoht ehe dAmdzencrairs forestv i
(FebpuargdH and t s
n dhe tLighe 6f iRevieréncedn
the conflict of mining compa-
nies and Native Americans
(March 3).

Book club meetings continue

Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m., at
Mar y
1945 Mount Vernon Court (#15)

Granhol mo6s

Mountain View (for directions

call 6509681174). The books
in such cases and it is remarkable are

The Parliament of Man: The
Past, Present and Future of
thé United Nations by Paul
Kennedy (January 15)

Moyers on America: A Jour-
nalist and his Timesby Bill
Moyers (February 19)

A Thousand Splendid Syns
novel about Afghanistan by
Khaled Hossein (March 18)
and

1 Unbowed by Kenyan Nobelist

Wangari Mathar (April 15).

Further film and book infor-
is available on

Brot her so

manos


http://www.unamidpen.org/
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In Memoriam

e are saddened by the death on December 19 of Sally Va
Kiester, a longime civic leader here and former president
Chapter,
Sister Cities International. Her career as an educator and writer took
2003 to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where she was active in the U
received
outstanding longime service, and was selected Woman of the Year b
Pittsburgh chapter of the AAUW.

With her husband Sally eauthored eighteen books and she hea
Option II, a consulting business involving distance education thrg
videoconferencing. She is survived by her husband and her four sg
A memorial service in Palo Alto is being planned.
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More on International Law

t a time when the Administra-

tion, incredibly, still defies
international opinion on issues like
torture, treaties and pemptive
war, the thoughts of Yale law
school professor Onna Hathaway
(The Nation November 19) are

compelling.

commitment to international law
might win back world respect or
that as the most powerful nation we
have a special responsibility; but
rather, she declares, it is becauseremarks that more states than thd
law should be a Security Council five should have a
Acornerstonedo

international

The aut hor

greatest benefits of international next administration should take a cue
law come from institutions that ask from the American people and return
more of us and hence give more in the United States to a position of lead
wi t h

returno,

0 THE EcoNomIsT March 11, 2006

ganization as a prime example. She
cites climate change and terrorism
as global challenges that require
global solutions and mentions a
recent poll showing strong public
support for our participation in
strengthening the Kyoto agreement
onngtlhal warmimg. She lalsot says
the United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1373 that followed 2L
was a vital move against terrorism
by criminalizing its funding, but

It o6s

o f roke increafingsuchiulgsn p ol
r emarAlss Hahatawdy he o

t her sWoirpl d nTr and enr O §

eqe

In My Opinion
By Paul Miller

t is good news that in rece
months the rate that Amer

aams fare dymaiin lI@qHad faill

government, for this is a civi
war, not only with the Sunni
but among tribal factions o
both. And how long will the
AAwakeni ngo S
province stay on our side? A
how long will the Shiites as th
Sunnis grow stronger? An
there is no good news on Ira
civilian deaths, which at 18,00
made November theworst
mont h of t he
avoid killing civilians; and so
despite our noble intentions,
grow more disliked by the da

Then, in his yeaend briefing

General Petraeus said that A
Qaeda, whi ch

Irag when we invaded, was th

remaining
security! And now,
turmoil in Pakistan
assassination of
Bhutto, our position i
still less sustainable.
The pathway to a truce i
this ruinous conflict, and (i
some more distant day) to
true concil.i
ring factions, lies in the help I
its neighbors, most cruciall
Iran and Syria, and the Unit
Nati ons. The
cial representative, multilingu |
|

Apri

andeAvabiespeaking Staffan dé
Mistura, has served before
Irag and now has an expandé
mission there, mandated by t
Security Council.

A U.N.-scorning Administra-
tion isnot
poytunity. Will anyone among

d

del y to

tbe prdsens ,covef@rs hfa the

White House summon the co

before we change course?

age? How many more are to die

. Nb.bédasgded o euw

r nChagter drdv i S i or

meetings are open to
all membersii
us@lly 'elladta n
Tuesday of each
month, 7:30 p.m., at
our UNA Center, 552
Emerson Street,

in downtown

Palo Alto

Aw

Write, fax, or
e-mail Congress in
support of the UN.
Editors too!

of Il ragd

SPp
e-mail distribution

listing, send an

e-mail request to
unamidpeninsula@
yahoo.com
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